
CLOSER – How it can be beneficial for you

1. Research and business communities:

Review of previous research results • 
Definition of a set of indicators• 
Recommendations• 
Case studies• 

2. Decision makers: 

More standardized approach to the definition • 
interfaces 
Guidelines for a more systematic approach to the • 
project cycle of interfaces and their management 
Recommendations concerning decision-makers’ • 
role in supporting and funding improvement 
schemes for interfaces 

3. Share and learn about good practices in Europe.

Situation

The issue of how our daily activities affect energy 
efficiency, safety, and the environment is among the 
most discussed topics in Europe today. Mobility and 
transportation are at the top of the agenda when looking 
for potential improvements. 

Research supported by the European Commission 
proposes the concept of co-modality as an essential 
instrument to achieve a high level of mobility while 
respecting environmental protection. Co-modality is 
defined as the efficient use of different transport modes 
on their own as well as their combination. 

The existing transport system still remains far away 
from realising that concept. The interface between 
long and short-distance transport in a door-to-door trip 
remains frequently the weak link in the transport chain. 
This is true for both passenger and freight transport. 
The current situation favours to choose uni-modal 
solutions by users, and handicaps the development 
of more competitive and more sustainable transport 
chains. In addition, this situation reduces the number 
of alternatives available to users, such as innovative 
services, intermodal transport. Instead, users have 
to cope with complex, expensive and non-efficient 
operations in these interfaces. 

The outcomes of CLOSER project will address these 
issues.  CLOSER is a project co-funded by the 
European Commission FP7.

Main Objectives of CLOSER

Based on existing research and practice the project 
CLOSER will develop innovative tools for the analysis 
of interfaces and check these tools in a number of 
case studies. As a result specific recommendations to 
stakeholders will be provided in order to obtain: 

A more systematic approach to the whole project 1.
cycle of interfaces from planning to design and 
operation. 

Specific guidelines for decision makers in order to 2.
cope with the challenges of a particular project, and to 
get the most out of the opportunities that each project 
offer in the areas of transport, spatial, and economic 
development. 

A friendlier regulatory environment; fostering 3.
cooperation and supporting better integrated 
interfaces. 

Improved mechanisms for funding those concepts 4.
with a higher degree of integration (including EU 
funding schemes). 

Greater involvement of stakeholders, particularly 5.
transport operators.



List of Partners

Centro de Estudios y Experimentación de 
Obras Públicas - CEDEX

(Coordinator)

Institut National de Recherche sur les 
Transports et leur Sécurité - INRETS

Transportøkonomisk institutt - TOI

Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft
Institut für Verkehrs

und Infrastruktursysteme - FhG IVI

Valtion Teknillinen Tutkimuskeskus - VTT

Centrum dopravního výzkumu, v.v.i - CDV

Centre for Research and Technology 
Hellas / Hellenic Institute 

of Transport - CERTH/HIT

Vilnius Gediminas Technical University – 
Transport Research institute - VGTU-TMI

Project 7FP CLOSER

Connecting Long and 
Short distance networks 

for Efficient tRansport

Coordination

Transport Research Centre (CEDEX)
Autovía de Colmenar Viejo, Km. 18,200

28760 El Goloso - Madrid (SPAIN)
Eva Ruiz-Ayucar Berlinches

e-mail: Eva.Ruiz-Ayucar@cedex.es
Laura Parra

e-mail: Laura.Parra@cedex.es
Tlf: +34 91 335 78 00

Fax: +34 91 335 78 22
www.cedex.es

www.closer-project.eu

For more detailed information see our project 
web page

www.closer-project.eu

To get a broader view, look at our thematic 
deliverables, publication, newsletters. 

Share your own experiences by submitting relevant 
web links or event announcements.

Newsletter

CLOSER publishes a periodic newsletter containing 
news on the project results; it can be downloaded at: 

http://www.closer-project.eu/newsletter.html

closer
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